
 
 

 
Friends of Brighton Greenway 

 
Minutes of a meeting held onTuesday 21 July, 7.30 Clarendon Centre, 47 New England St, Brighton BN1 4GQ 
 
Present 
Elspeth Broady (Secretary, chairing), Madeleine Cary (Treasurer), James Foreman, Marek Kohn, Rob Liddiard, Maire 
McQueeney, John Patmore, MX Sibanda, Pete West. 
Apologies 
Francis Clark-Lowes, Grant Gee, Ross Gilbert, Dan Macintyre, Martin Poole, Philippa Smith. 
 
Minutes of previous meetings (28/4/15 and AGM 18/5/15): accepted. 
 
1. Constitution: following on from discussion at AGM (18/5/15), the meeting agreed final amendments to the 

FOBG constitution concerning a) definition of area and b) provision for an Extraordinary General Meeting. 
 
2. Events for Heritage Open Door weekend 12-13 September 

 It was agreed to organise a pop-up picnic, from midday on Sunday 13 September: like a street party, 
participants would bring food and drink to share. 

 It was also agreed to hold a clean-up session the previous day: Saturday 12 September: suggested 4-6pm? 

 EB, in collaboration with MM, has proposed a guided walk from Brighton Station to London Road Station via the 
Greenway as part of Heritage Open Door weekend, starting Brighton Station by cycle hub on Sunday 13 
September, 3pm. 

 The opening of the South Greenway (up to Brighton Station) might coincide with the 12-13 September weekend. 
EB to check with Maria Seale at BHCC 

 Ross Gilbert, QED developers, has notified us that the lights to illuminate the Jenny Lind ‘Ghost Train’ are now 
ready and a board explaining the relevance of the sculpture is to be prepared: EB and Jim Grozier involved. Ross 
wants the inauguration of the sculpture and its light/board to coincide with the HOD weekend. 

 
Required for Pop-up picnic event 

What? How many? Who? When 

Website  EB to post details asap Asap 

Twitter  EB to tweet regularly on Greenway  

Laminated A4/A3 
posters 

Around 50+ EB to design basic poster and circulate 
Martin Poole: maybe laminating??  
Otherwise EB or Resource Centre 
All to help with displaying posters 
Approach local businesses to display 

By 10/8 
 
 
 
Wkend 28/8 

A5 flyers Around 1000 Group to deliver around NEQ  Wkend 28/8 

Emails  To NEQ residents if possible 
To NEQ businesses 

Wkend 28/8 

Special contacts Bellerbys – invite students 
to participate 
New England House 
Friends Centre 
Mind 
Brighton Housing Trust 
Jurys Inn? 
Sainsburys? 
Cycle hub/Southern? 
CCK 
St Bartholomew’s Church? 

EB to do Bellerbys  

Press and coms Argus   



Preston Pages 
Prestonville Friend? 
Community Works 
BHFP Harvest 
Freecycle 
Brighton & Hove News 

Invites Mayor? PW to send details to EB asap 

Activities Guided walk at 3pm 
???? 

EB 
 

 

 
3. Insurance and publicity/communications 

 EB explained that the group required insurance (public liability and personal injury for members) to cover Action 
Days. Jess Bayley had advised that Action Days should not go ahead without insurance in place. Lindsay Cattanach 
(BHCC) had recommended insurance through The Conservation Volunteers; this would come to around £180 pa. 

 Further, ‘print’ publicity envisaged for the September event would typically be in the region of £50-£75. 

 Thus far, however, FOBG has no funds and no bank account. 

 It was agreed that we should urgently try to raise funds as a priority to cover insurance to enable Action Days to 
continue. Fund-raising could involve local businesses/associations in sponsorship or ‘associate membership’. 
EB and MC to approach Sainsbury’s and other potential sponsors. MC to look at setting up bank account. All to 
explore leads to possible sponsors. 
 

 JP suggested that a domain name should be purchased for website for a fairly nominal sum: agreed. 
JP to explore this further. EB to mail details of existing wordpress site. 
 

 EB asked for help in drafting text for press releases etc. JF suggested that the emphasis could be on ‘our’ stories: 
why we felt motivated to get involved with the Greenway and how we’d come to this. 
EB to email all members of the group to ask them to provide some text along these lines. 
 

 EB noted that the presentations prepared for the AGM and for NLCA, as well as an article written for the North 
Laine Runner, had been placed on the website. 

 It was suggested we involve local schools (St Bartholomew’s Primary?) in e.g. designing posters asking dog 
walkers to dispose of dog poo (usually a success with 8-10 year olds), or guided visits on local history/wildlife. 
 

4. Future actions 

 Proposal from RL: as part of Friends First (charity offering support to homeless and long-term unemployed), RL 
proposed setting up a herb planter. This was in line with much earlier discussions (2012-13) about edible growing 
on The Greenway. It would be built by a group from Friends First and Rob was investigating obtaining 
soil/compost possibly from Brighton Permaculture Trust/Stanmer. The group would then plant herbs which 
would be available for people to pick. It is possible the herb planter could be in place for the September event. 

 RL confirmed that he was aware of the potential soil contamination, and that growing medium in the planter 
would not be in direct contact with the soil. 

 JP pointed out that planter should be sited away from the ‘wildlife corridor’, i.e. on the east side border at the 
entrance to the Greenway from Boston Street 

 All supported RL’s initiative and felt this would be a very worthwhile ‘pilot’ for growing areas on the Greenway. 

 There was uncertainty however as to who to approach for authorisation to site a planter. JF confirmed that 
Sainsbury’s was the landowner. 
EB to try to clarify with Simon Bannister, BHCC, and QED (developers) and to identify contact at Sainsbury’s. 
 
Many thanks to James Foreman & Church of Christ the King for again providing meeting room and refreshments. 

 
Next meeting: Clear-up on Saturday 12 September 4-6pm (tbc), Pop-up picnic Sunday 13 September from 12.  
An informal get-together to plan details of September event could be organised by email if required. 
 
Minutes: EB 


